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It began with a £2,000 legacy,

E

very year funding worth
thousands of pounds
flows into Suffolk and it
is the partnership
between the national
funders and the
Foundation’s detailed knowledge of
the good work being carried out
here in the county that makes sure
financial support goes to projects
helping those most in need.
Among the most significant
partnerships formed by Suffolk
Community Foundation are the
relationships it has built with
organisations including Esmée
Fairbairn Foundation, Henry Smith
Foundation and most recently the
Pargiter Trust.
Most people are unlikely to have

The oldest
organisation dates back
to a 1628 legacy of
£2,000 and various
lands from a man who
just wanted to help
others
heard of any of these national
charities but they have helped make
a difference to many lives across the
county. And that’s thanks to Suffolk
Community Foundation
highlighting the need within the
county and presenting the county’s
case that these funds have become
available.
The oldest of these organisations
is the Henry Smith Foundation,
which dates back to a 1628 legacy
of £2,000 and various lands from
a man who just wanted to help

others.
In today’s terms it might seem like
a comparatively small sum but
thanks to the sale of a piece of land,
in the 1990s, that he just happened
to own - the original Kensington
Estate - it has been able to make
grants nationally in excess of £25
million a year.
Andy Winders, Grants Team
Manager explained, that his
organisation targets charities that
work within the field of health and
social welfare.
“Historically the Henry Smith
Foundation had connections with
eight counties in the south of
England and Suffolk is one of them.
“So Suffolk Community
Foundation looks after a grantmaking programme for us that
amounts to about £150,000 a year.”
Charities that have received grants
via Suffolk Community Foundation
so far include Age UK Suffolk, Iceni,
Headway Suffolk, Suffolk Family
Carers and Felixstowe Youth
Development Group, he said.
Henry Smith Foundation has also
awarded £3,000 towards the Rural
Coffee Caravan, which organiser
Ann Osborn says was used to help
fund Golden Age Fairs around the
county in Elmswell and Newmarket.
They were so successful there’s
another being planned for
Woodbridge too.
“We offer free afternoon tea
and activities that range from
vintage Meccano to quilting and
photography and we normally get
in excess of 100 people coming
along.
“In addition there are lots of
agencies/service providers who
attend as well, offering advice about
a wide range of issues that affect
older people.
“Most of the people who attend

■■ The Rural Coffee Caravan has been helped by Henry Smith Foundation.
don’t seem to be aware that half
these agencies exist or that there’s
even help available.”
Ann says local clubs get involved
so it’s also a social opportunity as
well.
Meanwhile the Partiger Trust is
offering a brand new stream of
grant making in partnership with
Suffolk Community Foundation.
Currently a new grants programme
is being created and launched with
a focus on supporting the well-being
of older members of the community.
It’s a family charity that was set
up by Honourable Isobel CooperHeyman in 2005 to support older

people.
Chair Suzanne Gardiner says the
trust aims to alleviate social
isolation and stress for older people
living in England and the Bailiwick
of Guernsey.
“We want to help disadvantaged
older people to be independent,
healthy and socially included.”
In particular the Trust likes to see
innovative ways to do this.
“We were particularly impressed
not just by Suffolk Community
Foundation’s enthusiasm but also
it’s Surviving Winter campaign.
“We have worked mainly in the
south of England with Community
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Foundations so Suffolk is new to
us”.
She says the Trust likes to support
grassroots projects with grants of
no more than £2,000 and in Suffolk
they are particularly interested in
tackling rural isolation.
Projects that it has helped fund
elsewhere include Men in Sheds
- which brings isolated males
together to do woodwork, metal
work and furniture restoration.
There’s another group offering
chair-based exercises and a project
that’s created a radio show for older
people to be involved in.
The Esmée Fairbairn Foundation
is another relationship cultivated
for Suffolk by the Foundation and it
has so far committed £500,000 to
local Suffolk charities over a period
of three years.
John Mulligan, its Director of
■■ John Mulligan of
the Esmee Fairbairn
Foundation.

Funding Development says this
involvement came about because
they were aware that they were not
reaching parts of Suffolk and East
Anglia that were in real need.
“We read Suffolk Community
Foundation’s Hidden Needs report
and got in contact because we
wanted to help and create a formal
relationship.
“We wanted to be involved with an
organisation that had real
experience and knowledge of the
area.”
In addition, says John, they were
hoping that, in the process, more
small charities and groups within
the county would become aware of
the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation
and apply to them direct.
The charity was created in 1961
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but look what happened next

■■ Inside the Rural Coffee Caravan.
by Ian Fairbairn, a leading City
figure, as a memorial to his wife
Esmée using his holdings in M&G,
which pioneered the unit trust
industry.
Ian was determined that
investments in equities, previously
the preserve of the affluent, should
be available to all – giving everyone
the potential to own a stake in the
nation’s economy.
Today it’s one of the leading
grant-making charities in the UK
and since 1961 has made more than
£560 million in awards. It targets
funds in four areas - the arts,
environmental space, children and
young people, and social change.
So in Suffolk it has already given
funds to Ipswich Housing Action
Group, the Rural Coffee Caravan,
the Bridge Project and Anglia Care
Trust.
Suffolk Refugee Support is another
charity that has benefited with
£15,000 of grants for two years for
core funding.
Rebecca Crerar says the refugee
support service is based in Ipswich,
helping to support refugees and
asylum seekers in Suffolk; people
who have been forced to flee
atrocities taking place in their home
countries.
She says the grant had made such
a difference because it’s very
difficult to get core funding to help
with running costs.
The charity runs a drop-in centre
on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays
at premises in St Matthews Street,
Ipswich.
The Government has about 90
asylum seekers living in Ipswich at
any one time all of whom need help,
says Rebecca. Many, she says, had
been imprisoned or tortured and
had witnessed the deaths of family
members.
In total though they help about 600
refugees from a range of countries:
Sri Lanka, Iran, Pakistan,
Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Albania,

■■ Helping people to lead Active Lives.
Malawi and Eritrea.
In addition to trying to rebuild
shattered lives, all these people have
to cope with paperwork they can’t
necessarily understand and have to
learn the language. While they are
waiting for asylum they are given
somewhere to stay but have to exist
on about £35 a week.
If they are given leave to stay they
then have to find accommodation
and work and Suffolk Refugee
Support helps with that too.
“It’s a really worrying time for
these people but we help in every
way we can.” The grant funding, she
says, had helped to make this

■■ Suffolk Refugee Support.

possible.
Suffolk Community Foundation
development director Tim Holder
says: “One of the most important
duties of the Foundation is to
provide a sustainable platform for
giving in the county. Obviously,
having established that platform,
the deep knowledge the Foundation
has of the voluntary sector
landscape in Suffolk really attracts
national funding that simply
couldn’t have that depth of
knowledge in its own right. This is a
powerful combination that has
already seen many millions of
pounds coming into the county,

money that has reached
organisations that would have
remained invisible to these vital
funding streams.
“With about 75% of charitable
giving in Suffolk leaving the
county in support of legitimate
national and international charities
it’s extremely important that we
bang the drum for local
organisations for whom visibility is
difficult and resources for
fundraising are often non-existent.
Their valuable work provides so
much of the social cohesion and
support that keeps our society and
our local communities going.

■■ Jarring the honey.

“Raising money from within the
county is of course vital but the
continued development of new and
existing relationships that bring
new money into the county will
remain a priority for the
Foundation.”
■■ To find out more about the Suffolk
Community Foundation either as an
organisation seeking financial
support or as a person or
organisation able to provide
financial support please visit www.
suffolkcf.org.uk or call Tim Holder
on 01473 602602.

